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Todays Challenge 


For the first time in fifty-one years, the Minnesota Library Association will hold no 
annual conference this year. At its meeting on February 5th, your Executive Board 
reluctantly—yet unanimously—took this drastic action. 








This year we must take courage and inspiration, then, from the challenge of the 
times; from the realization that never before have we had so great an opportunity to 
play so vigorous a part in the life of the average person. He needs the information in 
books as never he needed it before. He needs the relaxation in books as never he needed 
it before. He needs the courage in books as never he needed it before. 


To give him these things which are so important, librarians must bring to their 
work vision and imagination. A manufacturer of gimlets once said to his salesmen: 
“Always remember that you're not selling gim/lets; you're selling holes.” 


And so we librarians must remember that we are not circulating just books and 
pamphlets and magazines. We are increasing the productive skills of the workers of our 
communities. We are providing the home makers of our towns with information that 
will help them clothe and feed their families better on less money. We are imparting 
a feeling of nearness and security—such as it is—to the relatives and friends of service 
men in far-off places by answering such questions as “What is the climate like in the 
Solomon Islands?” “I want to learn all I can about Brazil.” “Give me all the informa- 
tion you can about Sydney, Australia.” We are bringing to the people in our commun- 
ities information that will help them take part in shaping the better world to come. 


We are giving the busy worker on the production line a brief moment of relaxation 
in the pleasure of a book. We are giving the tired mother with no help and many 
problems her quiet hour of recreation. We are helping her children live a normal life 
in a topsy turvy world. We are helping him whose load is sure to be heavy build a 
philosophy with which to face uncertainty and sorrow. 


To do these things well we must have the best materials that can be provided, and 
we must know them thoroughly. If our libraries are small and our funds limited, then 
our problems of selection are more complex. If our libraries are large and our financial 
resources greater, then our problem of knowledge of and familiarity with our materials 
will be increased a hundred fold. These are challenges that we must and will meet. 
Another challenge that we must meet is that of going out and making our services known 
throughout the community. For if those who need our services do not know that they 
exist, they profit us nothing. 


The task of the M.L.A. in this year of 1943, then, is to bring you all the help possible 
without the stimulus of the annual meeting. Your officers and your committees have 
pledged themselves to a year of hard work. Will you give them your support? One 
very tangible way to do this, of course, is to pay your dues promptly. Another is to 


answer “yes” when any cooperation is asked of you. We are depending on every one 
of you. 


Although we cannot meet together in one large group, a series of local institutes, 
modeled after the national institute held January 29-30 in Chicago, and after the regional 
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institute, to be held in Minneapolis in April, is being planned. The Director of the 
Lisrary Division is chairman of the committee planning these local institutes. 


At these local institutes you will have an opportunity to meet and talk over with other 
librarians and with library users the issues of the war and the issues of the peace, and 
to discuss the responsibility of the library to those issues. 


Some of you, who will be helping plan the local institutes, will attend the regional 
institute, which will include not only librarians from our own state, but those from North 
and South Dakota and northern Wisconsin. Many more of you will take part in the 
local institutes. 


These institutes will give librarians the stimulus of a group meeting, yet will keep 
the groups small enough, and far enough away from concentrated areas so as not to 
overload transportation facilities at a time when they are so badly needed for other 
purposes. More information about the regional and local institutes will be available later. 
If you are asked to cooperate in any way with either, here is a good chance for that “yes.” 


President Roosevelt recently said: “. . . a war of ideas can no more be won without 
books than a naval war can be won without ships. Books, like ships, have the toughest 
armor, the longest cruising range, and mount the most powerful guns. I hope that all 
who write and publish and sell and administer books will . . . rededicate themselves to 
the single task of arming the mind and spirit of the American people with the strongest 
and most enduring weapons.” As we go forward in 1943, let those of us in Minnesota 
who administer books—and this means every librarian—point our efforts to this end. 
—Elizabeth Bond, President, Minnesota Library Association. 


We Are Grateful, WPA! 


WPA library projects now belong to the past. They were officially terminated 
March 1. For seven years, since August 1935, Minnesota libraries taking advantage of 
project opportunities, have benefited enormously. The statistical tables published elsewhere 
in this issue are impressive. They will command attention and will reflect the extensive 
scope of the library project reaching out, as it did, to the smallest rural communities. 


Tangible achievements like WPA county demonstrations, repairing of books, simple 
cataloging, etc., stand out clearly. But the intangible gains are not always discernible, 
nor do they lend themselves readily to appraisal. It is difficult, for example, to measure 
concretely results flowing from such undertakings as the extra hours libraries were open 
daily to the public; typing and clerical assistance to overworked librarians; story hours 
for children; maintenance of reading rooms, and others like them. 


The discontinuance of the project will bring home to library officials a sincere appre- 
ciation of what the WPA has meant to their libraries and their communities. They will 
realize that WPA assistance was indispensable in a depression period of decreasing revenue 
and increasing use of libraries. The loss of WPA personnel will produce a near-crisis 
in many libraries and will create serious hardships in others, particularly in small libraries 
which perennially operate on marginal budgets. Even libraries in some of the larger 
cities will be adversely affected. 


Probably very little can or will be done at this time to replace WPA workers with 
locally-paid attendants. After the war, however, library officials should be prepared to 
go before governing bodies to obtain increased appropriations for rendering the kind 
of service made possible by WPA over the past seven years. This service librarians will 
not soon forget, nor will they be insensible to the great contribution which has been 
given to the library movement everywhere. We are grateful, WPA!—L.F.Z. 
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Appraising the WPA Library Demonstrations 


Lee F. ZimMERMAN 


State Director of Libraries 


For many years a continuous stream of 
letters has been coming to the Lisrary 
Division from people in rural areas request- 
ing information on how to establish libraries 
in their communities. The repetitious fre- 
quency of such requests is a natural con- 
comitance of a situation which finds 40% 
or over 1,000,000 people in Minnesota with- 
out direct access to public libraries. 


The substance of these requests shows that 
these people think of book service in terms 
of the small, independent library unit. They 
unknowingly assume that the little library 
will solve the community’s reading problem. 
Plainly, then, three observations may be 
noted: (1) Unserved people are book-con- 
scious and desire library facilities; (2) They 
are not organized to compel library ap- 
propriations from indifferent public officials; 
and (3) They are uninformed about county 
or regional library service and its superior 
adaptability to rural districts. 


Liprary Division OsyecTIvEs 


With these obvious conclusions as a start- 
ing point the Library Division drew up a 
statewide extension program designed to 
help rural people help themselves. This 
program was made possible in the fall of 
1938 when, through the assistance of the 
State WPA Office, carefully planned library 
demonstrations were opened up in selected 
counties. These demonstrations were con- 
ceived in the light of existing library con- 
ditions and in line with our understanding 
of them. 


The program itself was simple and was 
oriented around three principal approaches: 
(1) Educational publicity on the need for 
libraries in rural areas, and information on 
the county library—what it is, how it func- 
tions and what it can do; (2) Organization 
of library-minded individuals into strong 








county library associations through which 
to express their common will; and (3) Set- 
ting up library demonstrations to illustrate 
a county library in action, and to convince 
rural people of the benefits to be derived 
from service organized along regional lines. 


The specific objectives of the program 
were likewise simple and covered the fol- 
lowing: 


—To bring books to part of the 1,000,000 people 
in Minnesota without public library service. 


—To make people library conscious so that their 
demands for books would bring about a tax levy 
by county boards for library purposes. 

—To direct the attention of governing bodies and 
lay opinion to the feasibility of organizing 
libraries on county or regional lines for the ren- 
dering of most effective, economical, and perma- 
nently useful library services. 


—To establish the superior advantages of county or 
regional library systems over those organized for 
local service. 


—To provide opportunity for experimentation and 
observation prior to organizing subsequent county 
or regional programs under federal and/or state- 
grants-in-aid. 


Tue WPA DEMonsTRATIONS 


The library demonstrations were officially 
launched in October, 1938, with the open- 
ing of Blue Earth county.’ Well-qualified 
librarians were employed, book collections 
assembled, and an educational publicity pro- 
gram started. By May, 1941 fourteen WPA 
demonstrations had been set up. 


A list of these counties, together with 
detailed statistics covering circulation, book 
collection, etc., is published in table form 
at the end of this article. Therefore it is 
unnecessary to cover the same ground here, 
although a few general observations are in 
order. 


Of the 14 counties, 7 or one-half have 
procured permanent library service as a con- 


1For detailed information on organizing and developing the Minnesota WPA project see the December 1939 number of 


this publication. 
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sequence of the WPA demonstrations. The 
Blue Earth county system began operation 
in July, 1940; Waseca in July, 1941, and 
Kanabec in October, 1942. Stearns com- 
menced operation in January of this year; 
and Martin and Watonwan will begin serv- 
ice in March according to the present plan. 
Lyon will not begin for another year. 


Of the other 7 counties, 2, Nobles and 
Lincoln, did not vote. The demonstration 
was withdrawn from Rice county for lack 
of sufficient interest and initiative. In two 
others, Mower and Goodhue, they were dis- 
continued following an unfavorable straw 
vote, and lack of necessary cooperation by 
local library officials in one county. Only 
two counties, Freeborn and Redwood voted 
down county libraries. In one of these 
counties the opposition was organized and 
money was spent to assure a negative vote. 


The demonstration in Kanabec county, 
while similar to those in other counties, 
differed somewhat in the sense that it was 
largely an experiment by the people them- 
selves to organize county service. It was 
neither supervised by a professional WPA 
library worker nor provided with a selected 
WPA book collection as was done in the 
other counties. Both the Lrsrary Division 
and the WPA rendered assistance, neverthe- 
less. During the summer of 1942 the 
County Association waited upon the County 
Board and prevailed upon it to make volun- 
tarily a tax levy for a county library. Only 
a quarter mill was levied which is inade- 
quate for the purpose but a good beginning 
for a county with such limited resources. 
The town of Mora, headquarters for the 
system, supplemented this tax by providing 
furnished quarters, heat and light. 


On April 1, 1942 all WPA projects not 
contributing directly to the war effort were 
discontinued. The library demonstration 
project was shifted from extension to war 
information and all stations were permitted 
to join book service with war information 
service until the November election. In the 
interval—between April and November—no 
promotion work was carried on except that 
provided by the people themselves with the 
advice of the WPA field supervisors. 


In the November elections three counties, 
Lyon, Martin and Watonwan voted in favor 
of county library systems. Redwood voted 
against it and Nobles county did not take 
the issue to the polls. 


TANGIBLE RESULTS 


Now that the WPA demonstrations have 
ended this is a fitting time for summing up 
—for evaluating the results of the project 
in terms of the stated objectives and the 
methods employed. Did the results justify 
the time, money and effort expended by 
the WPA and the Lrsrary Division? Re- 
sults given below supply their own answers. 


Counties Won—7 out of 14 counties now 
have or soon will have legally-established 
systems. Of the 7 counties legally voting on 
the issue, 5 or 70% were in favor, while 
two others established systems through vol- 
untary action by the county boards. 


Population Served—The demonstrations 
provided books directly to all rural people 
living in the 14 demonstration counties. At 
one time or another over the 4-year period, 
a total of 232,342 rural people had the op- 
portunity to obtain books near at hand. 


Books Circulated—According to the rec- 
ords a total of 505,587 books were circulated 
from stations during the period of the WPA 
demonstrations. 


Income—The seven counties winning 
library systems will spend approximately 
$66,000 annually on library service for rural 
people which, on the basis of the total pop- 
ulation to be served, will amount to about 
$0.55 per capita. 


New Population Served—When all the 
new county systems are established and 
functioning, 121,391 rural people will have 
permanent public library service. 


Publicity—By means of publicity the 
county-regional idea of library service was 
explained over sections of the state contain- 
ing an urban and rural population of 376,- 
286 people. It may be assumed that most 
people in these areas were made aware of 
the county library for the first time. 
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Experience—While not a tangible result, 
the experience gained and the lessons 
learned from operating demonstrations is a 
very important advantage, especially in a 
post-war period of regional expansion either 
with or without federal or state grants-in- 
aid. 

In the light of these very important gains 
it is evident that the money and efforts 
which went into the demonstrations were 
more than justified. 


Factors ConTRIBUTING TO SUCCESS 


No one phase can be singled out as a 
predominant factor. It would appear that 
all the methods employed were essential to 
achievement. 


The program as planned depended for 
success upon: (1) A competent supervisor 
of educational publicity; (2) Especially 
qualified librarians for field supervision; 
and (3) The organization of rural people 
into strong, active library associations. 


Under the supervision of an able person 
trained in publicity methods, an effective, 
educational program was developed which 
might be termed the key to the entire 
project. It was designed to inform rural 
people of the advantages of regional service 
and, in its way, was as necessary as the 
opening of stations stocked with books. 
Certainly it was a potent force in breaking 
down barriers and in paving the way for 
an affirmative vote. 


The employment of specially qualified 
librarians for field supervision contributed 
greatly to success. Special emphasis was 
placed on personality, interest in and en- 
thusiasm for county work, adaptability to 
rural people and the rural scene, leadership 
traits and organizing ability. From the be- 
ginning it was believed that organizing 
county demonstrations required a special 
type of person. Accordingly selection was 
made with care and was based on person- 
ality and character traits rather than on 
library skills, or expertness in a professional 
sense, as commonly understood. Without 
exception the supervisors justified their selec- 
tion and made a magnificent contribution 
to the county library movement in the state. 


The organization of strong, interested, 
county library associations was another con- 
tributory factor. Under the direction and 
guidance of the WPA field supervisors 
these groups elected officers, held meetings, 
corresponded when necessary, sponsored so- 
cial functions, arranged for publication of 
news releases from the state office, put on 
book drives, raised sponsor’s contributions. 
In addition they “talked” library on all 
occasions and interested hundreds of people 
in each area on the urgent need for libraries 
and books. These groups proved indispen- 
sable, particularly when waiting upon 
county boards to impress their collective 
will. 


There were, of course, the actual demon- 
strations which pleased and convinced the 
public. They served to illustrate how book 
service would operate under a county set-up 
and the kind of books that would be avail- 
able to rural people. The book collections 
contributed directly to popular approval and 
very often to a willingness to be taxed for 
permanent service. 


Finally the WPA attendants assigned to 
the supervision of local book stations made 
their own impressive contribution. Many 
good station attendants were trained and 
developed to give the public satisfactory 
service. Moreover, these stations were open 
regular hours daily which met with public 
tion. 


ds, DETERRENT Factors 


On the other side of the balance sheet 
there were some deterrents which interfered 
with devlopment of the Project and tended 
to circumscribe its success on a larger scale. 
One of these was the library board itself. 
Several library boards in county seat com- 
munities would not co-sponsor a library 
demonstration. In one county the board 
was definitely against the Project. 


This was a serious matter since the public 
library located at the county seat was need- 
ed as a headquarters—especially for the 
housing of a book collection from which 
groups of books were made up and ex- 
changed for the different communities. 
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When this type of opposition arose it be- 
came necessary to go elsewhere to set up 
headquarters which was not always central 
and which always lacked the large, basic 
book collection of the county seat public 
library. 


Another was the editorial opposition of 
some papers. For the most part the press 
was fair and supported the library but some 
editors were against it and, in one county, 
the most influential paper was loud in its 
condemnation. 


In another county opposition was organ- 
ized by some influential taxpayers who 
bought space in a local paper to denounce 
the library. They printed also handbills 
against it which were circulated throughout 
that county. Consequently the issue was 
decided negatively at the November elec- 
tion, 


Lack of support by some rural people 
proved another disadvantage. Or to state 
it another way, support for a county system 
was spotty and not always evenly spread. 
Not all the people in the various counties 
had been reached or if so, they were uncon- 
vinced. One village or township might be 
strongly in favor, while another was as 
strongly against. 


And then there was, too frequently, mis- 
trust and jealousy between rural and urban 
areas, or between two towns within a 
county; also an understandable tendency of 
some people, particularly rural, to be against 
anything leading to increased taxes. 


But a more serious deterrent was the 
WPA itself which neither lived up to nor 
realized the full potentialities inherent in 
the project. There was not always unity 
and understanding between the State WPA 
office and the Lisrary Drviston, especially 
on the matter of state supervisors and the 
development of the project in the state. 
There was a constant tendency to keep the 
library project within too narrow limits. 
With the same kind of recognition given 
library projects in some of the other states, 
the writer believes that Minnesota would 
now have not 7 but as many as 20 new 


county library systems with all which that 
implies culturally and educationally. 


The chief difficulty was lack of profes- 
sional library supervision in the field which 
compelled the supervisors to spread them- 
selves too thin over too large an area. It 
also prevented opening up demonstrations 
in other counties of the state which could 
readily support library service. 


A Post War Bive Print 


Despite these criticisms the WPA demon- 
strations have been a very good thing. 
Their importance to the library movement 
cannot be overestimated even though it is 
too soon to assess the extent of their contri- 
bution. This will have to wait into the 
future, but it is not too soon to opine that 
the example and influence of the 7 new 
counties will slowly but surely infect neigh- 
boring counties with impressive results. 
Only then can a true appraisal of the Project 
be rendered. 


As previously noted one objective of the 
demonstrations was to gain necessary ex- 
perience and information preparatory to for- 
mulating a practical plan to eliminate book- 
less frontiers. The WPA project has sug- 
gested a plan of action which can be suc- 
cessfully applied to all areas financially able 
to maintain county service. This plan is 
predicated upon a few conclusive observa- 
tions which became manifest as the demon- 
strations developed. They are: 


—Demonstrations were operated with a minimum 
amount of professional supervision and direction. 
Usually one supervisor covered a_three-county 
area. Many stations were located in rural stores, 
barber shops, creameries, and were manned by 
voluntary attendants—generally the owners. 


—The people themselves were willing to assume 
responsibility by raising small sums locally and 
by organizing themselves for action. 


—Book collections sent into counties were small— 
seldom over 3,000 volumes. They were supple- 
mented somewhat by local book contributions. 


—Extensive publicity materials including leaflets, 
scripts, general articles and news releases were 
advantageously used in all areas. Originals are 
still on hand from which copies can be made or 
revised for use in future demonstrations. 


—Relatively little time was required to organize 
library-minded people into county library associ- 
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ations; to orient them on the benefits to be de- 
rived through county service; and to provide 
them with the necessary information to help 
themselves. 


~The Kanabec county demonstration with a mini- 
mum of guidance and a small collection of books 
from the Library Division was, through its county 
association and its own efforts, effective enough 
to obtain a voluntary tax levy from the county 


board. 


In the light of these observations the 
feasibility of operating demonstrations in 
the future on a voluntary self-help basis is 
at once apparent. The extent to which they 
can be promoted at this time is uncertain, 
but during the post war period there should 
be nothing to interfere with such a project 
along these lines. 


In the absence of WPA organizers a 
Lisrary Division staff member can be sent 
into a region for a brief period to organize 
a citizen’s library association, to instruct the 
officers on the necessary steps to be taken, 
and to aid them in effecting a satisfactory 
start. The publicity materials used on the 
WPA demonstrations can be sent into the 
county for publication, and the same radio 
scripts can be put on the air in those areas 
with broadcasting facilities. A certain por- 
tion of the Lisrary Drvision’s Traveling 
Library collection could be loaned indefinite- 
ly in order that these volunteer groups can 
put on an actual book demonstration similar 
to those on the WPA project. Periodically 
a staff member from the Diviston’s office 
could be sent into the field where voluntary 
demonstrations are operating to check up, 
to give further guidance and direction to 


the association members; and also to direct 
technical and administrative assistance 
wherever needed: 


The only difference between this plan and 
the WPA program is the limitations of the 


former. Obviously, the Diviston’s resources 
are limited. It can operate only a few 
demonstrations at a time, but if people in 
any county or area express sufficient in- 
terest in library service, and if this interest 
is organized, shaped and directed, a very 
great deal can be accomplished, perhaps 
over a longer period of time. 


The significant fact that emerges is this: 
organized library demonstrations are pos- 
sible on a small scale and can be promoted 
by state library agencies on their present 
resources. Outside assistance would be de- 
sirable but is not imperative. The main 
challenge is the organization of library asso- 
ciations to operate demonstrations and to 
mold opinion and, then, the loan of small 
book collections for an actual demonstration 
that may give meaning to the efforts of the 
county or regional library association in 
effectuating permanent library opportunity. 


The results of the WPA demonstrations 
prove conclusively that when people go to 
the polls in a period of unprecedented tax- 
ation to vote further tax increases—this 
time for book service—they want books and 
will get them for themselves if given a 
minimum of leadership and direction by 
those of us who are in a position to lead 
the way. 


a 
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WPA STATEWIDE LIBRARY PROJECT STATISTICS 
General Project Data (Aug. 1935 - Jan. 1942) 











Funds Expended Books repaired—no. of times.....................0. 3444,523 
ee Libraries with WPA Personnel 
Sponsors .............. saasissseensseseasesteacs | QED NN  .o cc so ccounsapecagsorseuaeay 59 
— Rt INN oo oss ccccntsionsenctusescaameastes 102 
TE saci ane seacesccsecsecesshig332yE09.78 RRR Pade gone Ne Cretan IN PN SE 59 
@ 
Year Number Year Number Year Number 
Certified Personnel 1938 493 1940 959 1942 700 
(Monthly Average) 1939 694 1941 959 
e 
Library Demonstration Data (Oct. 1938 - Nov. 1942) 
Books Value 
11,073 Federal funds cetaieees $12,013.96 
19,422 Library Division wsccsee FQSES.99 Ee Re HC ice ei oi? 9k 160 
6,745 County donations ...................... 4,070.20 WEA, BURRITOS oso. .eccssccsescssssctssesosesss 54 
————— Volunteer attendants .......................00 116 
37,240 a RS, CRI oon cscssccscsscassoevcciceee 505,587 
6 
Book Stations 
Barber Shops.......... 8 ee : ee I PIM. ..............0:;....80 News Offices .......... 4 
Bus Deoot........::.... I Drug Stores............11 | SSE eee I Post Offices.............. 8 
_., ee I Electric Shop.......... I Indian Mission........ I Power Plants .......... 2 
Cheese Factory........ I Gas Stations............ 2 Jewelry Stores ........ 2 Pump House .......... I 
Children’s Home.... 1 General Stores........37 Locker Plant ....... — Oe. II 
Church Hall............ I Grocery Stores........12 Lumber Offices........ 3 oe | ee 10 
Town Halls............ II Hardware Stores... 5 Miscellaneous ....... 3 Telephone Co......... 1 
Court House.......... 1 Municipal Bldgs..... 8 
@ 
Publicity 
4,211 local news releases to papers in counties with demonstrations. 
5 general news releases to 500 state newspapers. 
gt radio scripts for broadcast in counties having demonstrations. 
3 radio scripts broadcast over state networks. 
24 issues of Library Demonstrator, monthly news bulletin, for county association members. 
8 feature or magazine articles. 
5 prepared talks for county leaders. 
348 placards to advertise county libraries. 
52 exhibits for fairs and state meetings. 
93,500 copies of leaflets on the county library for distribution in demonstration areas. 
@ 
War Information Data (April 1942 - Jan. 1943) 
Number of war information centers opened im state...............0...ccccccccecescesecscescesccstesecsecescesceatesesaeeseesees 317 


Number of WPA employees 
Number of pamphlets sent by Lrprary Division to districts for distribution.................0.0.....00000000. 138,546 
Number of titles included in above figure 








Reference Service in Minnesota Libraries 
Marie D. Peck 


Reference Librarian, Library Division 


Depression years revealed that libraries 
receive public support in relation to the 
quality of service they give. War years are 
placing even greater emphasis on the need 
for service. The library as a source of facts, 
freely available to a free people, is a body- 
guard of democracy. All libraries must seize 
their opportunity to supply all kinds of in- 
formation to their communities. To what 
extent are Minnesota libraries meeting this 
challenge? The answer to that question 
appears in the findings of the Lrsrary 
Diviston’s recent survey of the reference 
sources of Minnesota’s public libraries. 


With a few exceptions, the size of library 
budgets varies in proportion with the pop- 
ulation of the communities they serve, and 
the amount of income is of course the 
largest factor affecting the acquisition of 
the library aids and periodicals studied in 
this survey. Therefore, in tabulating the 
information in these reports, libraries were 
divided into five classes according to the 
population of their communities. Class I 
(12 libraries) consists of libraries in com- 
munities of 10,000 to 50,000 population; 
Class II (24) 5,000 to 10,000; Class III (33) 
2,500 to 5,000; Class IV (55) 1,000 te 2,500; 
Class V (19) less than 1,000. 


Arps To Book SELECTION 


Aside from the librarian herself, the most 
important single factor in the creation of 
satisfactory library service is a collection of 


books carefully selected with the needs of 
the community in mind. Reliance upon 
carefully compiled, unbiased evaluations of 
recognized book selection aids results in a 
balanced book collection, undistorted by 


titles acquired according to personal whim. 
Of the 12 libraries in Class I, all reported 
having the Booklist, the Children’s catalog, 
the Minnesota school library list supple- 
ments, and the Subscription books bulletin, 
and 11 each reported the Book review 
digest, the New York Times book review, 
Saturday review of literature, and the Stand- 
ard catalog for public libraries. The almost 
universal possession of these titles proves 
that they are of pre-eminent usefulness to 
libraries in Class I and are desirable for 
libraries of all classes. However, the smaller 
libraries cannot afford all the titles on this 
list. It is therefore particularly important 
that they have the Booklist, which is the 
most valuable single source of information 
on current books of all types for the small 
library, and costs but $3.00 a year, and the 
Minnesota school library list supplements. 
The Buying list of books for small libraries, 
$1.75, may be used in smaller libraries in 
place of larger and more expensive tools, 
such as the Standard catalog for public 
libraries, in selecting standard works for 
filling in the collection. 


The chief aids to book selection were 
found to be in the libraries surveyed, as 
follows: 


Class II Ill IV V 
Booklist : 12(100%) 22(92%) 25(76%) 19(36%)  5(26%) 
Children’s catalog : = eS 17 16 21 3 
Minnesota school library list suppl. . 12(100%) 22(92%) 26(79%) 37(67%) 11(58%) 
Subscription books bulletin 12 17 II 10 I 
Book review digest II 14 8 9 5 
New York Times book review II 16 16 13 5 
Saturday review of literature ' II 17 13 5 0 
Standard catalog for public libraries ' II 17 14 13 3 
Buying list of books for small libraries 7(58%) rn(46%) 7(29%) @(12%) (08%) 
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Aside from the obvious fact that the 
smaller the community, the smaller the 
library income, and the less likely it is to 
have any of these titles, the table reveals 
three other significant facts: (1) The per- 
centage of libraries reporting the Minnesota 
school library list supplements, sent free to 
all public libraries in the state, decreases 
from Class I to Class V, denoting that the 
smaller the library, the less attention is 
given to a free source of book evaluation for 
children of school age. (2) The percentage 
of libraries reporting the Booklist, which 
represents the greatest value in book review 
information, and which can be relied upon 
almost entirely by the small library that 
cannot afford other aids, decreases from 
Class I to Class V, disclosing that the 
smaller the library, the less likely it is to 
purchase even this one book selection aid 
which is within its limited budget. (3) 
With the notable exception of Class V, the 
percentage of libraries reporting the Buying 
list of books for small libraries decreases 
from Class I down, showing that in many 
cases libraries which cannot afford the 
Standard catalog for public libraries do not 
avail themselves of even an inexpensive 
partial substitute for it. 


Basic REFERENCE TooLs 


The public library tries to be all things to 
all men. In this effort, the librarian’s great- 
est help is the reference collection. Regard- 
less of the size of the library, a group of 
reliable reference books can be procured 
which will help to make the library a posi- 
tive educational force. Even the smallest 
library can acquire gradually some or all of 
these essential tools for satisfactory reference 
service: 


—A good standard encyclopedia, preferably the 
Americana or Britannica, published within the 
last twenty years. (The age stipulation is prem- 
ised on the assumption that any but the very 
newest will be supplemented with books, such 
as the World almanac, containing current statis- 
tics, etc.) 


—The current World almanac. 60c. 
—An approved dictionary, unabridged if possible. 


—Minnesota legislative manual, current issue. 
(“Minnesota blue book”’, free to public libraries.) 


—Readers guide to periodical literature. 


Information received in the survey on 
“basic reference tools” revealed that libraries 
in Class I, and most of those in Class II, 
had all the reference tools on the list above. 
The percentage of libraries meeting the 
minimum standards for a reference collec- 
tion decreased from Class I to Class V. It 
is significant that only 24°% of the libraries 
in Class IV reported having the World 
almanac and the Minnesota legislative 
manual, and in Class V, 5°% reported hav- 
ing the first of these, which may be bought 
for 60c from the local book or magazine 
dealer; and only 21% reported having the 
second, which any public library may have 
free of charge by applying to Mike Holm, 
Secretary of State. Librarians of the smaller 
libraries seem to be unaware of or indiffer- 
ent to the reference helps so easily obtain- 


able. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 


A librarian’s professional interest may be 
judged by the extent of her professional 
reading. Librarians, therefore, were asked 
if they received the following professional 
periodicals: Bulletin of the American library 
association, Library journal, Library quar- 
terly, Minnesota libraries, and Wilson bul- 
letin. Of these the last two were received 
by most libraries, and the Library quarterly 
by fewest. A downward trend from Class I 
to Class V appeared. 


Certain facts concerning Minnesota 
Libraries are worthy of emphasis. This pub- 
lication is prepared with the smaller public 
library specifically in mind, since it is rea- 
lized that many library incomes are so 
meagre that subscriptions to professional 
periodicals are difficult. It is sent free to 
every library yet it was checked as being 
received by only 69°% in Class IV and 47% 
of those in Class V. This would seem to 
be another indication that librarians of these 
smaller libraries do not, for various reasons, 
make use of available resources which 
would help them to broaden their profes- 
sional understanding and improve their 
services. It is possible that some did not 
check this title because they still think of it 
under its former title, Minnesota library 
notes and news. 
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PERIODICALS 


Periodicals play a dual role in the library; 
they serve, and serve well, as recreational 
reading. They can play an important part 
in providing reference service, if they are 
carefully selected, and if the Readers guide 
to periodical literature is used to bring their 
contents to light when needed. It is of 


course in the latter character that they are 
surveyed here. 


Each library was asked to check a list of 
periodicals comprising those listed in the 
1939 edition of Periodicals for small and 
medium-sized libraries by Frank K. Walter. 
Of this list, 31 were of particular interest 
because they were checked by 839% to 100% 
of the libraries in Class I, and because they 
were indexed in the Readers guide. As in 
all the other parts of the survey, the per- 
centage of libraries subscribing to these per- 
iodicals decreased as the population of the 
communities decreased. It is interesting to 
note that the difference between Class I and 
Classes IV and V was not so large as would 
be expected on the basis of their relative 
positions in the other fields. 


A fair number of the smaller libraries also 
have the Readers guide. It is of course 
owned by 100% of the libraries in Class I. 
It was checked by 45% of the libraries in 
Class IV, and by 32% of Class V. Many 
libraries, however, have periodical collec- 
tions which are well-balanced and which 
contain material excellent for reference uses, 
but do not have the Readers guide, which 
would open the door to all this information. 
The Abridged readers guide may be had 
for as little as $2.25. Surely most libraries 
would find it profitable to dispense with 
one or two periodical subscriptions, if need 
be, and by purchasing a Readers guide, 
spread the subscription price of each peri- 
odical over many years of usefulness as a 
reference aid instead of a few months as 
recreational reading only. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The data obtained from this survey sup- 
plied information about the general level of 








reference service available in Minnesota pub- 
lic libraries—information which is of value 
to the Lisrary Diviston and which, it is 
hoped, will prove helpful to these libraries. 
The fact that the quality of the service 
varies in proportion to the size of the com- 
munity was expected. Librarians and others 
interested in the cultural and educational 
welfare of Minnesotans deplore this condi- 


tion. The Lisrary Division, in common 
with other progressive library organizations, 
believes that the situation is unfortunate but 
not hopeless, and that the county library is 
the answer to this problem. The county 
library will benefit many communities too 
small to provide themselves individually 
with adequate library facilities. It will bring 
adequate library service, which includes ref- 
erence service of the type discussed. 


Comparison of the reports of the five 
classes of libraries also leads to the conclu- 
sion that the inadequate reference service, 
or—in some libraries—the complete lack of 
it, is 7594 poverty and 25% inertia. The 
librarian who does not take advantage of 
the free and inexpensive sources of infor- 
mation available to her is indictable on two 
counts—she is jeopardizing the library de- 
velopment in her own community and else- 
where by giving the townspeople cause to 
regard the library as a musty institution, 
somewhere on the periphery of world 
affairs; and she is doing her community an 
active disservice if she does not put herself 
to the task of providing its citizens with 
accurate, up-to-date information in as large 
quantities as she possibly can acquire. 


We all know the helpless feeling that 
comes over us when we realize how hard 
it is to come by an honest opinion based 
on real facts. We seem surrounded by a 
mist of truths, half-truths, and untruths. If 
librarians can help to clear the mist even 
a little by doing all in their power to make 
their libraries sources of accurate informa- 
tion, they are serving their profession, their 
fellow-citizens, and their country by doing 
so. In a country where the truth can be no 
further away than the nearest library, it is 
their duty to do so. 
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This is Our Moment 





Leo LERNER 


After this war, we want an orderly world 
run by and for intelligent people. .. . You 
can’t get such a world without education. 
. . . The failure of democracy lies in. . 
educational inequality. The man who may 
have the most to say about public policy in 
a community may be almost a complete 
ignoramus. .. . 


Our problem is to share the knowledge. 
. . . This is a public library job. . . . After 
school age the library’s responsibility in- 
creases because it carries the whole burden 
of continuing education. Here the library 
should bring itself sharply before the people. 
It should seek them out with the precision 
of the Fuller Brush Company. ... 


The library buildings should be at least 
as attractive as the $2.95 shoe emporiums 
and the cocktail lounges. The library build- 
ing should be the unquestionable center of 
community life, and as such it should be the 
most attractive, practical and comfortable 
edifice in the community. Don’t let anybody 
tell you it’s “expensive.” Events are proving 
that we can’t afford not to build bigger and 
better libraries. Whenever I see people hesi- 
tate to give a community the kind of a 
library to which that community is entitled, 
I cannot help think of them as “fifth col- 
umnists” who are doing more than Hitler 
himself to tear down our chance to get the 
kind of a world we want, the kind able to 
resist, by its very intellectual virility, any 
kind of tyranny. 


The library should be the greatest force 
in American life. But today it isn’t... . 


Our librarians, our library personnel, our 
library literature, our library meetings, our 
library buildings, our library trustees, seem 
permeated by a certain negative genteel- 
ness. ... 


What we need is an all-out . . . effort to 
raise the whole level of national intelligence 
to the point where national unity will be 
automatic. 


I consider only one institution eligible to 
undertake the major responsibility in this 
program —the public library. . . . 


All we need to do is change within from 


_ Static to dynamic. . . . 


Let’s fight . . . to get vigorous and coura- 
geous people on library boards, the kind 
willing to accept the responsibility of help- 
ing to make the library a vital force in 
American life. 


I am confident that the new kind of 
library I am talking about in this article 
will have little trouble obtaining adequate 
appropriations, because its program will 
reach every individual in the community 
and serve or stimulate him in some favor- 
able way, making it easier for the library to 
get its necessary share of the tax money. 
“Friends of the library” will become super- 
fluous when every citizen is a friend of the 
library because the library has made him a 
friend in deed. 


This is our moment.* 


*Editor’s Note: (A condensation of “This is our moment’ by Leo A. Lerner, member of Chicago Public 
Library Board. Original article appeared in June, 1942, issue of the Wilson Bulletin.) 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1942 


SUMMARY 











BOOK g 
COLLECTIONS CIRCULATION EXPENDITURES 
Per 
Number Capita 
POPULATION DIVISIONS | of Li- | Population Expend- 
braries | Served itures Total |Expend- 
Number of} Vol- | Number | Circu- | Books, for | Operating | itures 
Volumes | umes te) lation Peri- Books, | Expenses | Per 
in Public | Per | Volumes | Per odicals, | Peri- Capita 
Libraries | Capita} Loaned | Capita} Binding | odicals, 
Public Libraries: Binding 
Serving over 50,000 population. 3 881,171 | 1,354,993 1.53 | 4,559,614 5.1 92,998 ll 808,896 .92 
Serving 10,000-50,000 population 12 197,075 384,565 1.95 | 1,325,933 6.7 40,635 21 167,317 85 
Serving 5,000-10,000 population 24 167,052 349,978 2.09 | 1,204,084 7.2 35,135 .21 147,643 88 
Serving 2,500-5,000 population 32 106,339 234,993 2.20 700,963 6.6 18,815 18 69,451 65 
Serving 1,000-2,500 population. 55 89,670 260,444 2.90 564,848 6.3 16,443 18 63,528 70 
Serving less than 1,000 pop’n.. . . 20 15,601 54,517 3.49 133,670 8.5 4,551 29 13,541 .87 
Giving county service......... 1 233,315 Rehaee |....... 1,240,823 |....... 20,626 j....... 82,460 .16 
Association Libraries.......... 50 16,312 83,809 |....... gf SR a SS 6,202 14 
State Institution Libraries... . 19 1 60,535 |....... (8 Ss pS) ee 26,943 |....... 





On the basis of population served) 215 | 1,706,535 | 2,968,104 | 1.73 |10,374,489 | 6.0 245,538 | .14 1,385,981} 81 
On the basis of total population.| 215 | 2,792,300?} 2,968,104 | 1.06 |10,374,489 | 3.7 245,538 | 08 1,385,981) .49 


On the basis of three counties: 
Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Lowis.| 17 | 1,085,751 | 1,632,045 | 1.50 | 5,290,851 | 4.8 118,117 | .11 946,333 .87 
On the basis of remaining 84 
CUR ccccacterawtacx 198 | 1,706,549 | 1,336,059 .78 | 5,083,638 | 2.9 127,421 .07 439,648 .26 






































Number of Libraries 


Public libraries maintained by tax support or public funds..............000..0.0...00004:. 146 
Public libraries maintained by Associations.....................ccccscsescsceseseseseeceteseseseevenees 50 
=, acdc taip naga nia eesdigheaehnatila da ccaabalatl 19 


With Public Library Service 


Population of Minnesota (87 counties)? .............cccscssccssssssssesessnesessnesessneeensnneeen 2,792,0007 
Population served by public libraries (165) oo.....0...0.0..ccccccccccescceeseestesseeneesteeneenes 1,456,908 
Population served through county service................0.. ccc eeses ees esseeeeseeeseeseeneeees 233,315 
Population served by Association librarian (20) ............0..0:ccccescessececseesteeseeneeeeens 16,312 

Total population served (61%)..........0.000. sii a antes ahcason ose 1,706,535 

Without Public Library Service 

IY 525 a.) |, Can teadslaedaleciat Snide caot settee omentcdasevesatcsenapiteanagas Ctteaaa aaa daaaheee 3,511 
LTTE LS Ee eRe eT RATE EL TN LON, ie SE DRT EN 1,082,254 

Wiel sopra emt rem Ca) iain oicnn cc ccecsscscisacccsncsnesconenne 1,085,765 


Included previously in separate tables for towns and cities. 
2Figure represents total population—not population with library service. 
5State Institution Libraries included in figure. 
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MINNESOTA LIBRARIES 





ASSOCIATION LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1942 


RECEIPTS 












EXPENDITURES 
Population | Book Stock | Circulation 














Village Other Total 


SG SIs 755! | = 1,619 |............ 26 79 
I iiss senenceceecasiaanis 1,241) 1,182 2,208 100 92 167 13 


Per Capita 















go oc accor bad aeektie tise 537! 1,000 7,681 38 0 38 .07 
EERE ae es 553 809 2,700 0 109 186 33 
SESE ae See aye 578! 690 1,363 49 11 60 .10 
Blooming Prairie............... 1,205} 4,100 8,001 22 0 22 01 
awa gc ons sha at 676! 600 7,550 35 0 35 .05 
Se oe 637! 400 1,500 0 67 70 aan 



























aaa prem ne 
i eR ATE SPE PRE Aileen le RLS 


























RE eee hci baksaioaxines 1,353! 1,689 400 100 2 64 05 % 
NS ivgiccs cakhacouscdane 827! 991 1,849 213 14 100 12 
es 890! 1,400 1,853 50 40 52 06 
Se oe aires Sie winsaiuradeitie 742! 320 1,068 0 10 16 02 
RE are ee 9481 1,050 1,685 0 10 10 01 
SEES SN rece 9771 400 1,172 0 18 18 02 
I a aiccxowecadwaee 961 2,862 5,664 137 86 194 .20 
I 3 5,55 S cdebdine ch acauee 1,100 2,670 4,718 180 226 332 .30 
ae 1,232 1,419 5,958 378 56 327 .27 
i tate alah Siiaid ‘ 741 1,950 2,121 50 105 119 .16 
LS, sain ending wesed 311 1,792 803 41 30 77 25 
eae , 1,429! 2 eee 0 200 200 13 
eee . 1,627! | | aaa 96 75 75 .05 
IIE on 2 ea gicnea acd 1,741! 1,101 4,150 0 52 52 .03 

I os cea gw conaenecs 1,432? 900 2,750 165 15 136 15 ? 

en Re ONS ae eee eree 1,494! 1,954 6,252 0 170 187 .13 ; 
eo a aay caec kann 251 1,500 3,109 18 18 38 15 
2 ee rrres 771) 2,160 1,560 0 45 42 05 
Saeco hackers edocs 1,534 2,680 3,768 0 50 50 .33 
se is Seale es rg hg ; 331 1,503 1,250 0 84 58 .18 
EIT re 261 1,675 5,977 20 75 95 36 
PSG o ob oka bane aiaiis eo mees 1,775 2,472 10,024 600 292 869 .50 
EE ee 518! 1,747 1,655 50 24 12 
6.5 So es a ow aici 1,020 2,510 2,095 200 67 152 15 
Shafer ee eee i Soe eae ae 30 30 28 
RE SERRE ene e eae 1,587 1,935 3,790 294 127 381 24 
SE ee 4 1,125 1,125 0 30 30 05 
Saas * 1,315 1,772 7,305 230 123 331 25 
West Coneord................ : 7441 2,125 1,664 0 53 37 05 
SN ig oo. ada deackccl 871) 1,815 1,745 100 15 65 .07 
eae : 45,503 83,809 166,377 4,128 3,371 6,202 14 

16,3128 





LOOKING OVER THE MAP 
3 Counties With no Library of any Kind 


Norman Red Lake Sibley 

11 Counties With No Legally Established Public Libraries 
Carver Isanti Murray Roseau 
Clearwater Lincoln Norman Sibley 
Grant Mahnomen Red Lake 


29 Counties With Only One Library, Either a Legal Public Library 
or an Association Library 


Becker Freeborn Martin Scott 
Cass Grant* Kittson* Meeker Sherburne 
Clay Hubbard Lake of the Woods Nobles Stevens 
Clearwater* Isanti* Lincoln* Pennington Traverse 
Cook Jackson Mahnomen* Pope Wadena 
Douglas Kandiyohi Marshall Roseau* Wilkin 





‘Because of low per capita expenditures this figure is not included for population served. : 
2Includes state institution residents who receive state-supported service. Per capita expenditures based only on local population. 
*Population served. 
‘Association Libraries. 




















WAR INFORMATION SERVICE 




















WPA Assistance Ends 


With the ending of the Work Projects Administration, the War Information Service, 
sponsored by the Library Division of the Minnesota State Department of Education and 
the Minnesota Office of Civilian Defense, was necessarily discontinued on March 1. 
That is, the various aids provided to war information centers as part of the project have 
ceased, but war information, it is hoped, will be continued for their communities by 
libraries throughout the state. 


Services given through the project to more than 300 war information centers over 
the past year included personnel assistance wherever available, publicity materials, super- 


visory aid, and general advice and suggestions wherever desired. Not only are these 
things no longer available, but services given from the headquarters at the Liprary 
Division have also stopped since lack of WPA personnel makes it impossible to carry 
on this program. The flow of pamphlet material from the Division, then, will be no 
longer available; the bibliographies, planned to cover the ten popular subject headings 
under which materials were classed, will stop with the six already issued, and no further 
publicity will be released. 


Undoubtedly librarians will be eager to continue war information service to the 
public, and will recognize that an excellent foundation for it has been laid through the 
WPA project. War information centers have received a basic collection of pamphlet 
material on all phases of the war. They have received suggestions for bulletin boards, 
for directories, for displays, for many methods of acquainting the public with and inter- 
esting them in war information. With this well organized beginning, the program can 
easily be carried on by all libraries. 


Desirable pamphlet material is available free from both government and private 
agencies. No library need neglect its pamphlet collection. A postcard to such agencies 
asking to be placed on the mailing list or requesting a particular pamphlet of interest 
is all that is necessary. 


Useful pamphlets on the war may be found in such publications as the A.L.A. 
Booklist, Library Journal, Wilson Bulletin, Vertical File Service Catalog, Publisher's 
Weekly, and Library of Congress Bibliographies. Minnesota Lisrarizs will continue 
publication of the more important books and pamphlets on the war. 


Librarians should request all publications of the Office of War Information, and 
pertinent material from the Office of Price Administration, the National Resources Plan- 
ning Commission, the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, and new materials from 
the War and Navy Department. 


The Lisrary Division will give helpful advice or answer general questions when 
necessary. It urges all librarians to continue the obviously important work of supplying 
a complete collection of up-to-date material on all phases of the war. That the collections 
be kept up-to-date and kept constantly before the public are most important, or the 
program will be of little value and librarians will be failing in the principal contribution 
they can make to the war effort. 
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1943 Victory Campaign 


The 1943 Victory Book Campaign is off 
to a good start. Last year’s state organiza- 
tion will continue with some additions and 
a few changes due to the elections of new 
officers in cooperating agencies. 


Financing is furnished again by the Red 
Cross and the U.S.O. 


Minnesota is now part of a regional set-up 
under Mr. Vitz of the Minneapolis Public 
Library. This includes North and South 
Dakota, Minnesota and a few points in 
Wisconsin. Ruth Rosholt is state director, 
Miss Jones is in charge of St. Paul and 
Ramsey County, Miss Jordan of Minneapo- 
lis and Hennepin County, Miss Morey and 
R. A. Horr of Duluth. 


Last year’s state set-up will be used where 
possible. More help is available this year 
from the State U.S.O. and O.C.D. The 
Red Cross and all other cooperating agencies 
of last year are asked to assist. 


Minneapolis will serve as a sorting center. 
Mr. Vitz has appointed Miss Adra Fay as 
the one in charge of sorting and forwarding 
the books from the three states. 


At the request of the military authorities 
the emphasis will be on quality not quan- 
tity. Good books in good condition, inter- 
esting and readable are sought. The cam- 
paign slogan is “Any book you really want 
to keep is a good one to give.” 


Inter Library Loans 


In the spring of 1941 a statewide inter- 
library loan system was set up by the 
Liprary Division through the cooperative 
assistance of the Twin City and University 
libraries. Under this system the Diviston 
serves as a clearing house and obtains from 
Twin City libraries books requested by 
school and public libraries when it is unable 
to send them from its own collection. The 


lending libraries charge a small fee to the 
borrowing library for this service. 


It has been brought to our attention that 
some librarians are not following the neces- 
sary procedures. Perhaps this is due in part 
to the large number of new personnel in 
library posts who are unfamiliar with the 
system. In the future all librarians using 
inter-library loan service should familiarize 
themselves with the necessary information 
as outlined in the article “Books Thru 
Inter-Library Loan,” published in Minne- 
soTA LIBRARIES, June, 1941, page 174. 


Summer Session 


The courses listed below will be offered 
in the first summer session of the University 
of Minnesota Library School. 


Catalog 
Course Number Credits 

ahead encase ceciphaiel 52 3 
Secondary School 

Library Administration ..... 57 3 
Advanced Reference ...... 63 3 
Current Library Problems II.. 70 3 
Work with Children.............. 71 3 
Adult Book Selection 95 2 


Catalog Quarterly? 


The A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and 
Classification is contemplating the publica- 
tion of a quarterly journal “to present im- 
portant and timely news and discussions of 
the catalog, cataloging processes, and the 
place of the catalog in the administration 
and service of the library.” The Catalog, 
as it will probably be named, would take the 
place of the present Yearbook and should 
interest administrators and reference libra- 
rians as well as catalogers. 


Comments or suggestions on launching 
such a review at this time should go to 
Marie Prevost, Newark Public Library. 
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Priorities 


Libraries which experience difficulty in 
obtaining supplies for maintenance and 
operation on their A-10, P-100 rating may 
be able to secure such supplies by filing the 
PD-1-A form with their regional represen- 
tative of the War Production Board, Gov- 
ernmental Division. The information sup- 
plied on the PD-1-A form, which may be 
obtained from any local or regional W.P.B. 
Office, should include the following state- 
ments: (1) that the A-1o, P-100 rating was 
found insufficient to secure the supplies; 
(2) that the supplies are necessary to essen- 
tial maintenance and operation of the 
library; and (3) that the supplies will be 
expended over a period of 30, 60, go days, 
etc., as the case may be. 


The W.P.B. Representative is Mr. 
Thomas L. Lambert, 334 Midland Bank 
Building, Minneapolis. 


Best War Books 


The books given below, in order of their 
popularity, were chosen as the ten best war 
books, in the Book mobilization’s poll con- 
ducted a few months ago in book stores, 
the New York Public Library and among 
the general public: 

Mission to Moscow, by J. E. Davies. 


Defense will not win the war, by Lieut. 
Col. W. F. Kernan. 


Ambassador Dodd’s diary, by W. E. Dodd. 
Berlin diary, by W. L. Shirer. 


Russia's fighting forces, by Sergei Kourna- 
off. 


You can’t do business with Hitler, by Doug- 
las Miller. 


Blood, sweat and tears, by Winston Church- 
ill. 

The Soviet power, by Dean Hewlett John- 
son. 


The price of free world victory, by H. H. 
Wallace. 


Days of our years, by Pierre Van Paassen. 


Catalog for High Schools 


The H. W. Wilson Company, 950 Uni- 
versity Ave., New York City, has recently 
issued the 4th edition of the Standard cata- 
log for high school libraries. The catalog 
is sold on a service basis which may be had 
on request. All high school libraries should 
obtain this volume. 


Library Established 


The village of Wabasso, Redwood 
County, has organized a public library. It 
is housed in a new building donated by a 
county resident. A two mill tax has been 
levied for library service. 


Personnel 


Mrs. Florence Powell Wellhausen, libra- 
rian of the Blue Earth County Library since 
June, 1942, resigned her position last De- 
cember. Her successor is Mrs. Margaret 
Leonard of the Morgan Public Library, who 
took up her duties on February 20. 


Mrs. Wellhausen has been appointed 
librarian of the Watonwan County Library, 
with headquarters in St. James. She began 
her duties on March 1. 


Grace M. Stevens, for the past 124% years 
librarian of the Rochester Public Library, 
tendered her resignation last November be- 
cause of illness. She has been recuperating 
in Minneapolis. 


Lucille Gottry, formerly State Supervisor 
of the WPA State-wide Demonstration Proj- 
ect, and more recently, Camp Librarian, 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, succeeds 
Miss Stevens at Rochester. 


Rosemary Bowers, Gilbert Public Library 
since 1938, has accepted the position of assis- 
tant county librarian, Stearns County Lib- 
rary. Her place in Gilbert has been taken 
by Shirley Sheppard, Children’s Librarian of 
the Buhl Public Library. 


Elsa H. Ihm of the St. Paul Public 
Library staff has been appointed acting chief 
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of the Catalog Division upon the resignation 1940 April, July, November, December. 
of Amy C. Moon. April, July, and November are cum- 
ulations and make 1940 complete. 


_— Request 1939 ~m ga June, July, November, 
The St. Paul Public Library has available 

the following copies of the Cumulative 

Book Index which it will send (charges No Annual Conference 


collect) to any library that can use them: Tie stusitine Mantl anh Cosel of he 


American Library Association at its meet- 

ings on January 30 and February 1 voted to 

1941 January-April, July cumulating. hold no regular annual conference in 1943. 
January-June, inclusive; September- The election of officers in the A.L.A. will 
October, November cumulating proceed as usual, the new officers to take 
July - October, inclusive; December. office on July 1. 


1942 January-June, September-October. 


(Excerpts from letters received by Library Division from patrons requesting books.) 


@ “ .. . You are most certainly a wonderful help to all of us women in the Cyrus Women’s Study 
Club. You would be very pleased if you could hear us discussing our gratitude to you for your assistance. 
Your name is so often mentioned among us.” 


e@ “I am returning you two books which you sent to me on my request. Probably I should have 
specified ‘clean fiction.’ . . . Some one in your dept. looked into the book at least to stamp it on several 
pages: such person could only by chance have overlooked highly objectionable matter. I wish to register 
my strong criticism, suggest that the books be destroyed, and none of that character be bought hereafter.” 
Yours truly... 


e@ “Sirs: Greetings to all my friends in the library. For I feel acquainted with anyone who likes 
books. Could you send me any history of popular hymns? Also anything about Minnesota plants? .. . 
You remember do you not, that material is sent direct to me as I live quite a ways out in the country.” 


@ “This is a real book, sat up till 3 a. m. with it and my brother sat up till 5 a. m. It shakes one.” 
(This comment is on Byrd, alone.) 


@ “Dear Library People — The last bundle of books was so good that I sent six of them to a friend. 
Your card asking for the return of Galapagos by Beebe, I am returning it now. My daughter has not 
only read it but studied it. Rather stiff reading seems to me for a ten-year-old, but how she has enjoyed it.” 


@ “When available please send me the following books — ‘Bridge in the Jungle,’ ‘White Fang.’ 
Enjoy your books so very much. God bless who ever thought out such a system.” 


@ “Sirs: In returning book loan, allow me to say briefly that ‘Ordeal’ and ‘Not Peace But a Sword’ 
are outstanding, that there is no excuse for sending out a book like “Three Harbours,’ that “These Are 
Our Lives’ is like ‘Industrial Valley’ in being propaganda. Please send me several more books.” 


@ “I am returning books received from you. These books were very satisfactory. Almost too much 
so as we found it hard to collect them from boys using them. Please let us know what we owe you?” 


e@ “I’m returning today the books, Mother Carey’s Chickens, Young Americans from many lands. 
It is a great treat for us country people to be able to get good books to read this time of year when we 
are not so busy. Two families — 7 or 8 people — have read one or all of these books. Thank you.” 


@ “This library service is a wonderful thing for people who live in outlying communities where 
there is no library. Your prompt service and great selection of material has enabled me to spend many 
a happy hour at my favorite pastime.” 
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Adult Books of 1942 For the Small Public Library 
Compiled by Agatha L. Lindner 


The World at War 


Brown, Cecil. Suez to Singapore. Random. 
$2.25. A reporter’s personal story of the 
war from February, 1940, to March, 1942. 


Byas, Hugh. Government by assassination. 
Knopf. $3.00. An explanation of Japan’s 
politics and its drift toward war. 


Casey, R. J. Torpedo junction. Bobbs. $3.50. 
An eyewitness report of the Pacific fleet in 
action from Pearl Harbor to Midway. 


De Seversky, A. P. Victory through air 
power. Simon & Schuster. $2.50. What 
can be done to win the war and how to 
do it. 


Grew, J. C. Report from Tokyo. Simon & 
Schuster. $1.50. The diplomacy and liv- 
ing conditions of the Japanese evaluated 
in relation to our war effort. 


Hargrove, Marion. See here, Private Har- 
grove. Holt. $2.00. Picture of life and 
living conditions of an average soldier at 
a military training camp. 


Hoover and Gibson. Problems of lasting 
peace. Doubleday. $2.00. An honest, 
courageous and comprehensive contribu- 
tion to the discussion. 


Mears, Helen. Year of the wild boar. Lip- 
pincott. $2.75. Impressions of the Japa- 
nese by an American visiting them in 


1935. 


Paul, E. H. Last time I saw Paris. Random. 
$2.75. Sketches of the people and life in 
one square block in pre-war Paris. 


Peffer, Nathaniel. Basis for peace in the Far 
East. Harper. $2.50. An unusually 
thought provoking book. 


Reston, J. B. Prelude to victory. Knopf. 
$2.00. The need for everyone to partici- 


pate in the war presented clearly and con- 
vincingly. 

Reynolds, Q. J. Only the stars are neutral. 
Random. $2.50. Hard hitting tale of ex- 


periences in early months of invasion of 
Russia. 


St. Exupery, Antoine de. Flight to Arras. 
Reynal. $2.75. Thoughts of three men in 
a single evening’s aerial action. 


St. John, Robert. From the land of silent 
people. Doubleday. $3.00. A war cor- 
respondent’s experiences during the cam- 
paigns in the Balkans. 


Scott, John. Behind the Urals. Houghton, 
$2.75. Life in a Russian industrial center. 


Smith, H. K. Last train from Berlin. Knopf. 
$2.75. Conditions in Germany in the win- 
ter of 1941-1942. 


Trumbull, Robert. The Raft. Holt. $2.50. 
Experiences of three navy flyers who spent 
34 days on a rubber raft. 


White, W. L. They were expendable. Har- 
court. $2.00. A factual, yet dramatic, re- 
port of the escape from Bataan. 


Books on Many Subjects 


Brindze, Ruth. Stretching your dollar in 
war time. Vanguard. $1.75. How to save 
needed materials for our country and 
money for ourselves. 


Burt, A. L. Short history of Canada for 
Americans. Univ. of Minn. text ed. $2.50. 
Popularly written history. 


Call, Hughie. Golden fleece. Houghton. 
$2.75. Reminiscences of 30 years as a 
sheep rancher’s wife in Montana. 


Crockett, Charis. House in the rain forest. 
Houghton. $3.00. Illuminating and amus- 
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ing narrative of life among the cannibals 
of New Guinea. 


Diamant, Gertrude. Days of Ofelia. Hough- 
ton. $2.75. Excellent interpretation of 
Mexican life and problems of the leaders. 


Duncan, Dorothy. Bluenose, a portrait of 
Nova Scotia. Harper. $3.00. Guidebook 


and personal experiences. 


Forbes, Esther. Paul Revere and the world 
he lived in. Houghton. $3.75. A biogra- 
phy but also a panorama of 18th century 
Boston. 


Gruenberg, Sidonie. (ed.) Family in a 
world at war. Harper. $2.50. Articles on 
all phases by experts. 


Havighurst, Walter. Long ships passing. 
Macmillan. $3.00. History of the five 
great inland lakes. 


Helm, Mackinlay. Angel Mo’ and her son, 
Roland Hayes. Little. $2.75. Biography 


of a notable American Negro singer. 


Hooper, Alfred. Mathematics refresher. 
Holt. $2.50. Basic adult textbook. 


Jacques, Florence. Birds across the sky. 
Harper. $2.50. Distinctive anecdoes of a 
bird lover. 


Kiplinger, W. M. Washington is like that. 
Harper. $3.50. Guide to political, eco- 
nomic and social life of the city. 


McDonald, Angus. Old McDonald had a 
farm. Houghton. $2.75. Accomplish- 
ments of a Presbyterian preacher turned 
farmer. 


McWilliams, Carey. Ill fares the land. Lit- 
tle. $3.00. Comprehensive survey of 
migratory labor throughout the U. S. 


Markham, Beryl. West with the night. 
Houghton. $3.00. Autobiography of a 
young English aviatrix who has spent 
most of her life in Africa. 


McGuire, Paul. Westward the course! Mor- 
row. $3.75. Survey of Pacific countries 
of Hawaii, Fijis, New Zealand, Australia, 
Netherland Indies, Batavia, Java, and 





British Malaya just before the outbreak of 


war. 


Merrick, Elliott. Northern nurse. Scribner. 
$2.75. Story of a nurse in the Labrador 
settlements. 


Mitchell, K. L. India without fable. Knopf. 
$2.50. Both sides of the problem of Eng- 


lish control of India. 


Morgan, A. P. Getting acquainted with elec- 
tricity. Appleton. $3.00. A good general 
work explaining the nature of electricity 
and how it is used. 


Nissley, C. H. Home vegetable gardening. 
Rutgers univ. press. $1.50. All details 
presented simply and clearly. 


Norlin, E. E. Everyday nursing for the 
everyday home. Macmillan. $2.50. Spe- 
cific and practical details that will con- 
serve and protect health in the home. 


Potter, J. C. Alaska under arms. Macmil- 
lan. $2.00. Reporting on the background 
and present day of Alaska. 


Rawlings, M. K. Cross Creek. Scribner. 
$2.50. Autobiography and a story of a 
remote Florida hamlet. 


Rich, L. D. We took to the woods. Lippin- 
cott. $2.75. Witty picture of life in a 
remote part of Maine. 


Spence, Hartzell. Get thee behind me. 
McGraw. $2.75. An entertaining account 
~ of the life of a preacher’s son. 


Wilson, C. M. Ambassadors in white. Holt. 
$3.50. Epic story of the battle medicine 
wages against disease in the American 
tropics. 


Fiction 


Aldrich, B. S. Lieutenant's lady. Appleton. 


$2.00. Romantic frontier novel. 


Bretherton, V. R. Rock and the wind. Dut- 
ton. $2.75. Study of character and life 
of a girl born in Cornwall but spending 
her life on the American frontier. 


Cannon, Le Grand. Look to the mountain. 
Holt. $2.75. Exceptionally good histori- 
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cal novel of the years just before the Revo- 
lution in the New Hampshire colony. 


Chevalier, E. P. Drivin’ woman. Macmil- 
lan. $2.75. A colorful and romantic novel. 


Chute, M. G. Sheriff Olson. Appleton. 
$2.00. A collection of humorous short 
stories about a Minnesota sheriff. 


Davenport, Marcia. Valley of decision. 
Scribner. $3.00. Dramatic, three-genera- 
tion story about a Pittsburgh steel family. 


Douglas, L. C. The Robe. Houghton. $2.75. 
Novel based on the life of Jesus. 


Edmonds, W. D. Young Ames. Little. 
$2.50. A young man makes his fortune in 
early New York. 


Heym, Stefan. Hostages. Putnam. $2.50. 
Stirring story about a group of hostages 
seized because of the alleged murder of a 
Nazi officer. 


MacInnes, Helen. Assignment to Brittany. 








Reund Our Town 


If this war goes on long enough we may count the adoption of a county 
library program here as one of the most useful and beneficial steps to aid the 
public, taken in recent years. Library statistics, published recently, indicate that 
tire and gas rationing in eastern states has resulted in a resumption of the old- 
fashioned and delightful pastime of reading good books. 


Americans, who have been accustomed to tearing about the countryside in 
their leisure time, now are finding the happiness and contentment that comes 
from the companionship with great books. Samuel Johnson once said, “The 
most miserable man in the world is the one who cannot read on a stormy eve- 
ning.” No man is ever lonely who has cultivated the friendship of books. 


If this nation “finds itself” as the outcome of this war—and many people 
predict it will—that transformation may come very largely because we are 
compelled to take the time to relax, to remain at home, to read. —C. H. Russell, 
Editor, Mankato Free Press, Oct. 27, 1942. 


Little. $2.50. A swift-paced tale of secret 
service in occupied France. 


Medearis, Mary. Big doc’s girl. Lippincott. 
$2.00. A thoroughly genuine small-town 
chronicle. 


Norway, N. S. Pied piper. Morrow. $2.50. 
The experiences of an elderly Englishman 
taking children back to England from oc- 
cupied France. 


Seghers, Anna. Seventh cross. Little. $2.50. 
An exciting story of the tracking down of 
seven political prisoners who have escaped 
from a Nazi concentration camp. 


Steinbeck, John. Moon is down. Viking. 
$2.00. Story of quiet rebellion by the citi- 
zens in a conquered country. 


Turnbull, A. S. Day must dawn. Macmil- 
lan. $2.75. A novel, rich in color, of pio- 
neer days in western Pennsylvania. 


Werfel, Franz. Song of Bernadette. Viking. 
$3.00. Story of the founding of the 
famous shrine at Lourdes. 














* SUBJECT INDEX 
TO BOOKS FOR 
PRIMARY GRADES 


By Eloise Rue 


The author of the popular Subject Index to Readers has revised and 
enlarged that index and brought it up to date under this new title. 


Among the many children’s books with a subject content those most 
widely used through third grade level are indexed. These include 
250 trade books 
300 readers 
130 pamphlet-form unit readers 


In each group the most important titles are double-starred for first 
purchase; others are starred for second purchase. 


Many new books are included, and librarians who work with the 
youngest children will find especially useful the many picture books, 
song books, handicraft books, and easy stories that are indexed. Chil- 
dren’s librarians whose readers ask for ‘‘a good book about dogs,” 
or about trains, or about any of the many interests of children will 





welcome this new aid. 


Because many standard older readers are not indexed in this edition, 
it replaces the earlier Subject Index to Readers only in patt. 


Published January 26, 1943 271p. $2.50 





A new revision of 


SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND THE LIBRARY 


has just been made. This annual compilation lists and describes A.L.A. publications which 
are useful to anyone who works with children in or out of school. The 1943 revision includes 
a statement written especially for the A.L.A. by A. L. Threlkeld, National Director of the 
High School Victory Corps. This article describes how libraries can assist the Victory Corps 
program. If you or your school librarian have not received your copy, write for it. 





American Library Association *° Chicago 














